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Bath Emergency Care Policy 

PURPOSE:Bath Community Hospital (BCH), a 
Critical Access Hospital (CAH), is committed to 
providing emergency medical care without 
discrimination and in compliance with federal 
regulations. BCH provides care regardless of 
ability to pay and prohibits actions that 
discourage individuals from seeking emergency 
care. 
POLICY:Bath Emergency Care Policy 
BCH will provide a Medical Screening Examination (MSE), stabilizing treatment, and appropriate transfer 
when necessary. Care will not be delayed for financial or administrative processes. 

Critical Access Hospital Considerations 
As a CAH, BCH maintains 24/7 emergency services and coordinates transfers when patient needs 
exceed hospital capabilities. 

Definitions 
Emergency Medical Condition (EMC): Acute condition requiring immediate care. 
Medical Screening Examination (MSE): Exam to determine if an EMC exists. 
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Stabilizing Treatment: Care to prevent deterioration. 
Appropriate Transfer: Transfer meeting regulatory requirements. 

Scope 
Applies to all individuals presenting to the Emergency Department or hospital property requesting 
emergency care, and all involved staff. 

PROCEDURE: 
All patients receive an MSE without delay. Stabilizing treatment is provided within BCH capabilities. 
Transfers are arranged when necessary. Financial activities must not delay care. 

Roles & Responsibilities 
ED staff ensure timely access to care. Providers perform MSE and direct treatment. Registration collects 
information without delaying care. Compliance monitors adherence. 

Documentation 
Medical records must include arrival time, MSE findings, treatment, and transfer details. 

Training 
Staff receive initial and annual EMTALA and emergency care training. 

Monitoring 
BCH monitors compliance through audits, patient complaints, and performance metrics. 

Related Policies 
Includes EMTALA Policy, Transfer Policy, Financial Assistance Policy, and Billing Policy. 
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